Ontario Special Olympics London 

General Membership Meeting 

January 17, 2012
Minutes
Attendance

Kris and Dave Nyhout, Eric Thomson, Nicole Van Lierop, Bill and Ruth Ann Mills, Suzanne and Rick Walker, Janine Shantz, Mary Kay Klaus, Kirsten Parker, Peter Czypyha, Jamie Keighan, Ryan Bedrosian

Regrets: Joyce and Ivan Williamson, Kathy Duplessis, Tom and Karen Foshay, Dee Hoevenaars
Actions/Acceptance of November minutes
Actions were completed

M/S Jamie Janine Acceptance of November minutes
Chair Report Dave Nyhout/Eric Thomson
Dave and Rick are working with Natalie and other interested volunteers to begin a Rhythmic Gymnastics group in October 2012.

The Inclement Weather document has been given to the Sports Managers.  If you have not received it, it will be posted on the Local website.  This document will be part of the sports managers’ handbook.
Eric has organized a snowshoeing day for this Saturday with Julie Weitzler from Waterloo heading the session up. Western rugby players and SOO London volunteers will be involved, depending on the weather.

Volunteer Report – Ann Rolph
We have added 27 new volunteers since September - most are registered officially, a few just waiting for final checks.

We have about half a dozen that do not have "homes" yet; however that is because their schedules don't work out for the sports that do need coaches.

Coaches/Team Managers - please let me know if any of your new volunteers do not work out so I can follow up with them.   I don't want them to be left hanging in the wind.  I can see if there is another sport that will work out....or if they no longer want to participate I can update our records.

We will be having another orientation session - date unknown as of now - for some volunteers that could not make the last meeting.

I have had some registration packages that were given directly to potential volunteers - the forms have been updated over the last year.  If you would like an updated copy of the package please email me .... drolph@rogers.com      and I can email it to you.

The Volunteer of the Year nomination form is attached. The volunteer will recognized at the Volunteer Reception in April.
Financial Report/Fundraising- Bill Mills
Financial report was circulated.

Walkathon – February 12th
Pledge forms were circulated at the sports venues

The NHL Old timers Hockey Game –March 29th at the JLC

Bowlathon - Sunday, April 22nd at Fleetway 

Direct mail campaign in May

Golf tournament- Friday, August 17th at Maple Ridge

Registration: Nicole Van Lierop

There are currently 399 athletes who have registered with us – 168 females and 231 males. Of that number I have 6 athletes who are not yet registered with Toronto as I am awaiting missing information.

The following sports have opened up to accept more athletes:

· competitive swimming

· recreational swimming

The following sports remain full:

· basketball

· youth bowling

· 5 pin recreational bowling

· 5 pin competitive bowling

· 10 pin recreational bowling

· 10 pin competitive bowling

· bocce

· golf

I have been working on getting updated lists out to everyone with changes (i.e. email, payments, information needed, etc.) as I have received a number of updates from managers recently.

If managers have paperwork to get to me you can always scan and email or fax to me so that you don’t have to wait until the next meeting. 

Public Relations: Kris Nyhout

1) Christmas cards – approximately 80 were mailed out. I heard a few positive comments back.

2) Wind Mobile proposal – we’ve been asking for support from our community on Facebook and Twitter. We threw out hats in the ring for the $10,000 community grant, which we would use to support promotion of the fitness program. Wind Mobile will make a decision by month-end on which community group receives the grant.

3) Social media update. We have 200 fans on Facebook and 300 followers on Twitter.

4) We are moving forward with a new website design. We’ll keep you posted on progress.

5) Videos – we are filming tomorrow with the London Lightning. More are in the works.

Sports Technical Report   Rick Walker
· Have confirmed use of UWO Placement student Adam Nemeth.  He has an SOO # assigned to him.  Will use him for tournaments usage and planning for the golf tournament.  His term is for 2 week only starting April 27th.

· Have ordered 500 SOOL monogrammed water bottles for about $620.  Will be giving these out at tournaments in lieu of bottled water.  Will suggest that we use stickers to help identify the bottles as to athlete and team name.

· NCCP Training

· 3 – full day coaches conference in Markham running from Friday, February 24th to Sunday, February 26th, offering a smorgasbord of speakers and individual courses including individual sports like golf, volleyball, tennis, softball

· Also offers courses on concussions, setting up conditions for effective coaches, coaching older athletes, cooling down, managing conflict

· Will defer to Executive to determine how best to address requests to attend this training session.

· I was asked and agreed to be referee-in-chief at a floor hockey tournament in Etobicoke on February 25th.

· I needed a winter coat and purchased a blue winter sports jacket through Source for Sports.  If anyone is interested in purchasing these, they are $130 including taxes (Murray Howard is the contact)

· Community Living London “Night of Heroes” Fashion Show & Silent Auction to be held on March 1st at the Lamplighter Inn.  Lisa Walters, a volunteer with CLL is looking for athlete(s) to attend.  
· ACTION-Kris will contact Lisa Walters about the CLL fashion show

· Murray Faulkner Sports Person of the Year Award – Rick is looking for two committee members for this Ad Hoc Committee – suggestions – should be someone who is familiar with most of our athletes

· Am providing some assistance to St. Thomas in constructing courts and setting up their Bocce program.

· Have been working with Warren Palmer in softball to run practices at different locations for the C&D teams.  There would be managers for each team

Floor hockey 

· April 28th floor hockey invitational at Kinsmen Arena, 20 Granville Ave Access through Barrington Ave off Wharncliffe Rd North  (was originally scheduled for Argyle Arena)

· Floor hockey referee clinic to start on April 27th with on-the-job training at the tournament itself

Golf Report

· For golf, I plan to send 2-3 persons for the 1 day NCCP course which would run us about $300 including the course, meals and gas

· Have spent almost $300 of the money received from the RCMP Veterans Association on junior clubs for the golf program.  All clubs were at least 50% of retail price at Golf town.

· Spent $50 for shelving unit for the Parkside 9 storage facility.   When the weather warms up, we will bring clubs out of regular storage and move to Parkside 9 storage.

· Contracts for Parkside 9 signed and in place for 2012 season.  Have 56 registrants – am full.

· Am looking for some sponsorships to help offset the costs of two golf tournaments SOOL is hosting this summer.  Looking for about $1,500 - $2,000 to help cover costs of food (Food is estimated at $10 per athlete – burger/dog, salad, water).  Can see about going with no food or charging extra if necessary.   Still a long way off.

Floor Hockey: Suzanne Walker

· we had a small celebration at our last pre-Christmas break practice: coaches brought cupcakes, cookies and juice which the athletes enjoyed after their practice

· last night, we had exhibition games against the UWO Women's Ringette team: the Stingers/Ringers team won their game 5 to 2; the Blazers lost a close one in a shoot-out; the Ringette team very much enjoyed the evening and asked to come back next yer

· in the next few weeks, we will have 4 more exhibition games: UWO Women's Hockey team on Jan 30th; UWO Men's Hockey team on Feb 6th; Lambda Chi Fraternity team on Feb 13th; and the Ontario Police College Cadets on Mar 19th;

· we are trying to set up an exhibition game with the various police forces

· we have two tournaments coming up: the Stingers and Ringers will be going to the Hamilton tournament on Feb 11th; all three teams will be at the London tournament on Apr 28th
Skiing David Nyhout
We are still waiting for snow. Conditions have been unsafe so far to allow our athletes on the hill.

- We have 6 athletes this year and 7 coaches.

- We have been invited to a race in Collingwood on January 29th by the Blue Mountain Club (Region 6). Plan, as agreed at the end of last season, is to rent vehicles and head up the day before and stay over night in a hotel. Dave and Eric are working on arrangements.

- We have also been invited to Holimont (Ellicottville, NY) again on February 11th. Same as Blue Mountain race, we plan to head up the day before, rental vehicles, hotel, etc. Dave and Eric are working on arrangements.

- Ben So and David Nyhout are attending a Team Ontario Alpine get together on January 28th in Barrie. Will travel with the rest of the team and break away for part of the day in Barrie to meet rest of Team Ontario ski team and rejoin Ski racers that same evening.

Basketball: Kirsten Parker

We have 65 athletes.  We were at a Hamilton tournament on Saturday and will be going to Guelph with 3 teams on January 29th. London is hosting a tournament on March 31st
.
Speed Skating Nicole Van Lierop

Stephanie George did well at the Belleville meet at the end of November.  She is working hard in getting ready for the Nationals.

Practices are going well. Stephanie is working really hard getting ready for Nationals and is very excited. Recently Stephanie attended a competition in Belleville and did very well. She competed in the 333m, 500m, 777m, and 1000m distances. This was the first time she has competed in both the 777m and 1000m and she did great in both. She had personal best times in all of her distances and came home with 4 first places. She knocked a total of 12.6 seconds off of her times. 
Figure Skating: Alma Moir

No report
Bocce Katie Elliott
No report
Swimming: Mary Kay Klaus

Swimming will start back up January the 13th. Unfortunately the January 14th Woodstock adapt meet has been cancelled.

We will be having a fun - inter squad meet at Robarts, during our practise time January 20th. This will be for ALL our athletes - to be there for the two hour time and have a fun meet.

That is about it - I'm trying to find the day to have a London meet, working with the other communities to make sure we don't have meets too close together.

 On a side note I have been ask to run the Special Olympic Region 2 Provincial Qualifying Soccer Tournament. It will probably be August 19th - but it's not set yet- working on that.
Rhythmic Gymnastics Kathy Dupleiss

The gala went well. We received lots of comments that people thought it was the best we had ever had. Coach Carly came down from Toronto and actually performed the group ball routine with the girls as we had one athlete missing. Practices are going well and we are preparing for competitions starting in April.
Powerlifting: Joyce Williamson

Jamie and Kevin are attending regularly.  There is a competition in the works in St. Thomas.  At this time, I am unsure of the date.
	


Youth Bowling: Janine Shantz

Youth Bowling has resumed on Thursday, January 12th with only 3 athletes away. This is a group of athletes who really do enjoy being with their fellow team members and find it difficult to be put on another team when we have athletes away. We have put together our inclement weather phone web.
Ruth Ann will be picking up my duties as I will be away for about 7 weeks in February and March.
Recreational Bowling” Jamie Keighan

All is still going well at Fleetway with the Recreation Bowling.

We have had a few new athletes register and our counts are now at 108 for 5 Pin Rec and 42 in 10 Pin Recreation.  We are all still having a GREAT TIME

10 Pin Competitive Bowling: Peter Geene

No report

5 Pin Competitive Bowling: Tom Foshay

5-Pin Bowling Report

Bowling is back in swing after the Christmas Holidays

So far this season we have been to one tournament

Curling: Dee Hoevenaars

All is well with curling:

One athlete has dropped out due to work schedule.

We did not make the Tankard Qualifier in Kitchener but fun was had by all.

A Christmas party with Santa in attendance before Christmas break was great!

We are busy preparing for our annual fun spiel on February 18th , final numbers TBD

We are certainly coming up with some amazing curling!

Soccer: Shirley Mitchell 
Soccer has been very exciting this year.  We started off in new facilities, the brand new BMO Soccer dome on Rectory Street.  Thanks to David Stickland and the Executive for all their hard work. 
We have 70 athletes registered for soccer with 53 coming out the first night.  With that, we have 8 new coaches coming out for soccer.  It was an exciting first night in our new home.  A player managed to kick the soccer ball onto a sensor and set off the fire alarm.  We all had to evacuate and wait for the fire department to arrive.  Good thing it was a mild night with all the athletes and parents outside in their shorts and t-shirts.  Some did manage to grab their coats!  After that, two athletes collided and fell to the turf.  After a few minutes, they got up and resumed playing soccer.  That night, Cassandra decided to go to the hospital as her elbow was bothering her.  She apparently had a blackout.  The doctor decided her elbow was fine but she had a mild concussion.
We started putting athletes through some drills to help us decide which group to place the athletes into B, ,or D as this year is a qualifier.  This will help us give the athletes definitive answers when they ask if they can play up a level.  We can show them with an evaluation.

We also would like the Executive to consider allowing us to take 2 teams to Windsor Tournament in March. Although we do not have the details for this year, we wanted to put in a proposal.  The tournament allows for 12 players and 4 coaches per team with 4 to a room.

ACTION-The Executive will discuss the Windsor tournament budget, make a decision and report back to Shirley.
M/S Jamie Peter Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 21st at 7:30 p.m. at Hutton House Board room
